
KINNELON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
PLAN FOR SAFE RETURN TO IN-PERSON 
INSTRUCTION AND CONTINUITY OF 
SERVICES

2021-2022



REQUIRED INFORMATION FOR THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund/American Rescue Plan Act 

(ESSER ARP or ESSER III)



UNITED STATES EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT (USED)

• The USED requires LEA’s to focus on 3 main categories

• General health and safety

• Continuity of instruction

• Public comment



GENERAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

• Under general health and safety, used prioritizes 8 mitigation strategies

A. Universal and correct wearing of masks

B. Physical distancing

C. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette 

D. Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation

E. Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the State and local health departments

F. Diagnostic screening/testing for COVID

G. Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and students, if eligible

H. Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to the health and safety policies



GENERAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

• Universal and correct wearing of masks

• Kinnelon Public Schools is required to follow 

the guidance in place in for the 2021-2022 

school year from the NJ Department of 

Education, New Jersey Department of Health 

and Office of the Governor with regard to face 

coverings.

• We await that guidance from the above noted 

agencies and Governor

• Physical distancing (e.g., including use of 

cohorts)

• Kinnelon Schools has been open for full days 

of instruction since September 2020.  In April 

2021, Kinnelon Schools opened for all 

students at 3-feet of physical distance as 

outline by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s Operational Strategy for K-12 

Schools through Phased Prevention.  We can 

open schools for all students in accordance 

with the CDC guidelines.

For each of the 8 mitigation strategies, please describe how the LEA will maintain the health and safety of students, 

educators, and other staff and the extent to which it has adopted policies, and a description of any such policies, on each 

of the following safety recommendations established by the CDC.



GENERAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

• Handwashing and respiratory etiquette

• Kinnelon Schools will continue to reinforce proper 

handwashing and proper respiratory etiquette as 

we have done all year. We will continue to 

provide and increased number of hand sanitizing 

stations. This practice is not limited to COVID,  

students are taught frequent handwashing and 

respiratory etiquette every year to reduce the 

spread of other communicable pathogens such as 

Rotavirus (stomach virus), strep,  colds, and 

Influenza.

• Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, 

including improving ventilation

• Kinnelon Schools will continue to follow enhanced 

cleaning of high touch surfaces in our schools 

and on our buses.  Last August/September, we 

installed CASPR air and surface purification 

systems in some areas with ceiling duct 

ventilation and will be installing UVC Automated 

Treatment systems in classrooms, offices and 

common spaces.  Funding for this enhancement 

comes from the ESSER ARP grant.



GENERAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

• Contact tracing in combination with isolation 

and quarantine, in collaboration with the 

State and local health departments

• Kinnelon Public Schools is required to follow 

the guidance in place in for the 2021-2022 

school year from the NJ Department of 

Education, New Jersey Department of 

Health and Office of the Governor with 

regard to isolation and quarantine protocols 

and timelines.

• Diagnostic and screening testing

• Kinnelon Schools will partner with a testing 

lab to provide a COVID testing program  as 

approved by the KBOE and funded via 

ESSER ARP funds.



GENERAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

• Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, 

other staff, and students, if eligible.

• Kinnelon staff has largely been vaccinated, 

if and when booster shots are required, we 

will arrange access for staff that wish to 

receive the booster inoculation.  Student 

vaccination is a family decision made in 

concert with the family physician. 

• Appropriate accommodations for children 

with disabilities with respect to the health 

and safety policies

• Child Study Teams will work with families 

and students to develop appropriate 

Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) for 

students with disabilities ensure that they 

are in a safe, healthy learning environment.  



CONTINUITY OF INSTRUCTION

• Describe how the LEA will ensure continuity of services, including but not limited to 

services to address students’ academic needs and students’ and staff ’s social, emotional, 

mental health, and other needs, which may include student health and food services. 

• Kinnelon Schools is providing summer programs for students identified as needing summer support, 

we will also continue with Guided Study/BSI and Supplemental Support programs in the 2021-2022 

school year and beyond.  Kinnelon Schools has increase the number of hours for the Extended School 

Year summer program for our qualifying students with disabilities.  With regard to mental health, we 

are expanding our CarePlus NJ program for students and staff.  Students will continue to receive free 

and reduced lunch and the current health screening by our school nurses.



PUBLIC COMMENT

• Describe how the LEA sought public comment 

on its plan, and how it took those public 

comment into account in the development of its 

plan.  Note, the ARP requires that LEAs seek 

public comment for each 60-day revision to the 

plan.

• This information was presented via recording to 

Kinnelon families and staff.  Comment was 

taken via  a dedicated email account.  We will 

also take public comment at the next Board of 

Education meeting. Any updates to the plan 

will also be communicated in a similar fashion.

• Written comments can be directed to 

FAQ@kinnelon.org

• Describe how the LEA ensured that the plan is in an 

understandable and uniform format; is to the extent 

practicable written in a language that parents can understand 

or, if not practicable to provide written translations to a 

parent with limited English proficiency, will be orally translated 

for such a parent; and upon request by a parent who is an 

individual with a disability as defined by the ADA, will be 

provided in an alternative format accessible to that parent.

• Kinnelon Schools has few if any households that require 

translation of written materials into native languages. We will 

make any accommodations requested with regard to written 

or oral translation or accommodation for any parent who falls 

under the ADA.

mailto:FAQ@kinnelon.org


WHAT WILL OPENING SCHOOLS LOOK 
LIKE IN THE FALL?

The Return to ‘Normalcy” 



GENERAL CHANGES FROM THIS APRIL’S FULL OPENING*

WE PLAN ON OPENING SCHOOLS AS WE DID PRIOR TO THE PANDEMIC

• No desk shields

• No virtual option**

• Lockers will be utilized

• Return of choir and band 

• Return of normal (pre-COVID) library/media 

services

• Return to in-person meeting options for parents

• Return to pre-COVID schedules at all buildings

• Return to normal busing, bus waiver is in Board 

Policy and will remain a choice for parents

• Return to normal PRM and KHS athletics 

schedules***

• Return to normal lunch schedules

• Return to normal physical education activities

• Return to normal extracurricular options

* Given no changes in the COVID-19 state restrictions/mitigation strategies

*** Determined by NJSIAA**Given the Governor doesn’t change the order



PUBLIC COMMENTS

• Public comments or questions can be directed to:

FAQ@kinnelon.org

• Questions will be addressed as quickly as possible.  

• Public comment will also be taken at the next BOE meeting 06/24/2021 in person at KHS 

auditorium at 7:00 pm.

mailto:FAQ@kinnelon.org

